BACKTALK 


straightforward, easy-to-read report on 
the constraints facing education report- 
ers, whether they are working at the New 
York Times or the Lincoln Journal, 
Kennedy has either failed to read it in its 
entirety, or he has purposely taken snip- 
pets of my prose to use against me in sup- 
port of his objections. I am sure he would 
agree that such a practice constitutes jour- 
nalism at its worst. Oddly enough, Ken- 
nedy quotes me out of context in order 


to make points with which I agree — and 
those points are found in my article. One 
example will suffice. 

Kennedy writes that I've used valuable 
ink to berate education writers, only to 
“bury” the real news, and he goes on to 
quote me as reporting, “Education cover- 
age is improving constantly.” Typical of 
sensationalist shorthand, he leaves off 
the remainder of the quote, which reads, 
“.. . but you’d never know that from 


what usually makes it into print. Educa- 
tion coverage, like all coverage, is sub- 
ject to the policies and whims that gov- 
ern the reporting, editing, and packag- 
ing of the news.” 

As an editor, Kennedy should know 
that. As an education writer, he should 
know better. I only hope that his letter 
is not a sample of the kind of coverage 
education gets at the Lincoln Journal. — 
Patrick McQuaid. K) 
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